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AUDITION SIDES

AEETES
You m ght be wondering why | want this Fl eece so badly.
It’s a legitimte question. Wen the Argonauts asked for
it, I just about lost it.

On the surface of it, | could have given it up. They
offered to make war for us, and indeed Col chis was being
harassed by a | ord who thought hinself very inportant and
was building an arny the size of his ego. And the good-wl|
with lolcus is, rationally, speaking, worth nore than the
Fl eece.

But | didn't do it.

Do you want to know the reasons? There are reasons, you
know. | could say that the Fleece was a pricel ess,
irreplaceable pelt of a unique, fabulous beast that flewto
Colchis. | could tell you that the Fleece and the terrible
serpent that guards it give our nation synbolic power to

t hose around us who m ght get greedy. And both facts are
true.

But these “reasons” are, really, post-hoc. They have
not hi ng whatever to do with-- with why | refused a powerfu

group of godly-born nen the prize for which they'd traveled so long.
No, there are no reasons. Only a cause. Like a river nakes

your boots wet, likewse | had as little choice in ny
actions, because | |love that Fleece. And it’'s m ne.

1/27/2004--Xgj



Medea: The Fury by Jim Davies (jim@jimdavies.org) and Xiao Gong J © 2003, 2004

Scene: Hera Interview

[ HERA sits snoking. ]

HERA
What | don’t understand is why you re so obsessed with it.

| NTERVI EV\ER
It’s a crine that needs to be settled, Hera.

[ HERA shrugs. ]

VWhat .
HERA
There are crines all over. Jason's. Pelias’s...Yours.
| NTERVI EV\ER
Pel i as?
HERA

Anyway, what do you want to know? Hurry up, |’ve got young
nortal wonen to punish

| NTERVI EVVER
[clears his throat.]
| understand that Jason was under your protection.

HERA
That’ s right.

| NTERVI EVEER
Why didn’t you help hi mwhen he | ost the nost?

HERA
[ Shakes her head.] For two reasons: First, by the tinme
Medea di d what she did--

| NTERVI EVVER
| s suspected of doing.

HERA

[waves that off.] Jason was on his own. And second, no, |
didn't cover that sort of |oss.
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| NTERVI EVVER
Wiy were you protecting Jason to begin with, Hera?

HERA
It was actually only a side effect of ny |arger goal to
puni sh Peli as.

[ HERA approaches the ritual and exam nes it.]

| NTERVI EVER
By killing hinf
HERA
Hey, Medea killed Pelias. Actually, [laughs] she had his
own daughter do it. I think I'ma little distant to be
inplicated in this.
| NTERVI EVER
Why did you want to punish hinf
HERA
He failed to show ne the proper respect in a ritual.
| NTERVI EVER
And. ..
HERA
What do you nean, “and..?”
| NTERVI EVER

Are you telling me all this happened because Pelias snubbed
you in a ritual?

[ HERA nods. ]

1/27/2004--Xgj



Medea: The Fury by Jim Davies (jim@jimdavies.org) and Xiao Gong J © 2003, 2004

Scene: Apsyrtus Interview

[ Enter APSYRTUS. As the WATERs wal k by him he takes the
mannequi n pieces. During this scene, APSYRTUS tries to
assenble it back into his body, and possibly clothe it.]

APSYRTUS
| blane Medea for what she did to ne, of course, but
forenost | blane love. | know it sounds strange, but it’s

| ove that—+f she were not so in love wth Jason—+ nean, why
el se woul d—+n ot her words, how coul d she? How coul d she?

[ MEDEA enters, fidgeting.]

Il be clearer: Romantic |ove. Ckay? That’s the problem
Not |ike |ove for your puppy, or sonme boy band, or your
father. It’s the romantic |ove that trunps the other kinds,
and let’'s face it: unfairly.

It took ne a while not to blane nyself. Looking back, it’s
kind of stupid, right? Blamng yourself for getting
murdered. I n other words, so—+n other words the reason

was there at that tinme, on that boat, was because | had
betrayed ny father. Horribly. Wth Medea. That was al ways
on ny mnd. At that point. | couldn’'t shake it. It was one
of those decisions. You nmake it, you never feel right about
it. I had to do it.

In other words | had all these guilt feelings, all the
time. So when | died—was killed (I keep needing to rem nd
myself), all | could think about was that |1’'d gotten what |
had com ng. And maybe | did, in sone sense. But not from
her! Not fromher! If 1'd died froma falling brick—+n

ot her words, not by a person, but by sone freak accident,
or a god, or even ny father, that m ght have been justice,
yes? |1'd been thinking that Medea was doing that justice,
but no, she wasn’t. O she had no right to. It just doesn't
seemright to ne anynore. | don't think I should have died
t hat day.
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Scene: Hecate Interview

[ MEDEA gets robe, snells it, holds it to her, eventually
cries as the interview progresses. |

HECATE
VWhat is it?
| N\VERVI EVER
| wanted to get your side of the story.
HECATE
| don’t have a side.
| N\VERVI EVER
O course you have a side.
HECATE
Nat ure does not take sides. No right and wong. |I’'’m nature.
| N\VERVI EVER
Nat ure has no right and wong?
HECATE
No right and wong. I'mnature. Lion kills gazelle.

Gazelle kills grass. A stormswells naturally when changes
occur in atnospheric pressure. Nature is as brutal as it
is kind. Beyond right and wrong.

| NVERVI EVEER
Well, the point’s academ c..l understand you gave Medea her
power .
HECATE
[ 1 aughs]
| NVERVI EVEER
VWhat’'s so funny?
HECATE

Real human power doesn’t cone from gods.

| NVERVI EVEER
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Medea was a sorceress.

HECATE
Medea was a sorceress.
| NVERVI EVVER
A sorceress needs a divine source of power.
HECATE
For her magic.
| NVERVI EVVER

Well, that’s what we’'re tal king about, isn't it?

HECATE
I f you want to tal k about nmagic, we can talk about magic. |
t hought we were tal king about her crines.

| NVERVI EVEER
It’s all tied in together.

HECATE
That | ogic seens academ c to ne.

| NVERVI EVVER
| f you had not been her divine benefactor, Hecate, none of
this would have cone to pass.

HECATE
Medea was able to channel ny energy on occasion. She was a
good witch

| NVERVI EVVER
She was no d i nda.
HECATE
Not in the sense of “good versus evil” good but in the

sense of “good versus inconpetent” good. She was full of
| ove. Love is the source of nmagic. Love for your god. Love
for what you believe in.
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Scene: Medea Tal ks to Alcestis

VEDEA
Payi ng for what you desire is never easy. And paying for
this wish is going to prove incredibly pricey. And it is
going to be nost difficult. You look like a girl who could
adapt to a little difficulty.

ALCESTI S
| don’t believe you. | don't believe in magic. M father
didn’t believe.doesn’t believe...

VEDEA

This night, I will show you of what | am capable. | am
going to prove to you that if you truly desire your
father’s health, you will be willing to do anything to see
it happen. You see how sick this ramis? You will cut the
raminto pieces, then put the raminto this caul dron.

will then cast a spell, and the ramw Il energe with a
yout hful , heal thy body. Such can be the health of your
ailing father, but first, the ram My | suggest a | ateral
incision at the throat—

ALCESTI S
You can do that?
VEDEA
What ?
ALCESTI S
Restore health. Conplete health and | ongevity of life?
VEDEA
Yes.
ALCESTI S

What —are you a—a-are you a witch?

MEDEA
| f you wish. Sonme prefer sorceress. Now holding the
scal pel - -

ALCESTI S
Ch. Oh, | don't know. | don't—

VEDEA
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Wul d you prefer a different bl ade?

ALCESTI S
| nmean, you're a witch--

VEDEA
| prefer to think of nmyself as a procurer of desires.
Al cestis, your father will die within six nonths if we, if
you don’t act this night. [ALCESTIS is crying.] Alcestis!
Do you under stand?

ALCESTI S
[ ALCESTI S nods.] But | don’t understand—why would you help
me? Help Pelias? Wat is it you want?

MEDEA
Ch, yes, ny paynent. You will surrender the Fleece to ne.

ALCESTI S
What! You’'re taking the Fleece?

VEDEA
No, your giving nme back what is rightfully mne in exchange
for relieving your father’'s suffering. You want your
father’s suffering to end, don’'t you? Wuldn't you do
al nost anything to protect the one you | ove?

ALCESTI S
| .1 don’'t know that.l need to think.

VEDEA
VWhile you are thinking Pelias cries for pity and the salt
fromhis tears will pour into his bedsores and his heart
W ll burst fromthe pain he feels and you will be on your
vel vet cushion thinking: Were will you be while he is
rotting in his grave? WII the river of tears you cry be
for your father’s excruciating death or for your own
inability to make the decision to act?

ALCESTI S
By the Gods, Medea, quiet down!
MEDEA
| shouldn’t have cone. |I'msinply going to choose to be

anmused by your naiveté and pretend that | didn't waste ny
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time on an ungrateful whelp. Your father deserves his
daught er.

ALCESTI S
Ckay, okay, please, Medea—
ALCESTI S
No, please, I'Il doit. I'll do it! Take the Fleece, just

pl ease! Pl ease Medea, save ny father

MEDEA
[ Gabs ALCESTIS by the collar.] You'll do it? Yes? Wy
don’t you begin by selecting an instrunment you feel
confortable with. [Medea unrolls a selection of surgeon’s

cutlery.]
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Scene: Acastus Throws Jason Qut

[ PELI AS'S COURT have JASON captured. He is brought before
ACASTUS and ALCESTI S. ]

ACASTUS
Jason.
JASON
Acast us.
ACASTUS
My capt ai n.
JASON

Wl |l as your captain | order you to order your guards to
rel ease ne.

[ ACASTUS nods to PELIAS S COURT, who | et JASON free. JASON
tries to wal k out but the PELIAS S COURT stops him]

ACASTUS
My father, King Pelias is dead, Jason.
JASON
| heard. | amtruly sorry for your—
[ ACASTUS sl aps JASON. ]
ACASTUS
It’s your anbitious treachery that killed him
JASON
The bl ood’ s on Al cestis’s hands, not m ne, Argonaut.
ACASTUS
" m not an Argonaut anynore.
ALCESTI S
It was the witch. She tricked nme, Acastus! She did
ALCESTI S ACASTUS
She tricked ne! | know, | know.
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JASON
Wtch.
ACASTUS
Your Medea, Jason! Your Medea made Al cestis kill her own
f at her!
ALCESTI S

Oh, the gods help me! That witch-what | saw, what | did,
the gods save us fromthat wtch

JASON ALCESTI S
Medea and | were in the Argo The ram she brought a
t he whol e tine! Ram back from the dead!
JASON

VWat on earth is she tal king about?

ACASTUS
Your play at innocence—disgusting. You re a crappy liar,
Jason.

JASON
Your sister is obviously quite insane.

ACASTUS
How dare you

[ ACASTUS fights JASON. ALCESTIS screans and tries to
scratch her face off. A GUARD stops her and tries to calm
her. JASON beats ACASTUS quickly. PELIAS S COURT step in a
beat hi mup while ACASTUS tends to his bloody lip.]

| can’t prove your hand in this; otherwse |I'd have you put
to a painful death. You and that denon you brought to
Greece. |If you are not out of the state in forty-eight
hours 1'Il do it nyself. She'|ll destroy you too. But not in
Thessaly. Not in Thessaly.

[ PELI AS'S COURT are hol ding a beaten JASON up. ACASTUS
punches himin the stomach. ]

Get hi mout of here.
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Scene: Atalanta Tal ks to Jason about
Medea

JASON
She’s different, isn't she. A sorceress. A being, a
creature, different. Geater. Powerful.

ATALANTA
Jason, that’'s kind of what | wanted to talk to you about.
JASON
Medea?
ATALANTA

Yes, Medea and her power—what she’s capabl e of.
[JASON is silent, starting to get angry.]

That di spl ay—that ..on the boat.l nean, w thout a hesitation,
j ust ..bam.body part one..bam body part two. [l aughs.
Silence.] It canme out of nowhere, it.we just want to know,
Jason, just—ust be careful.

JASON
13 \M. ”
ATALANTA
vell ...
JASON

“We.” You're speaking for yourself, right? Don’t presune to
speak for the crew. | think others see her for the asset
that she is.

ATALANTA
| care about you. | just want to nmake sure you understand—
JASON
| think |I understand.
ATALANTA

Wait. Jason. Stop. You don’t understand anyt hing.
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JASON
Conme on, Atalanta. W never woul d. | mean we are friends
and now | see what.l’' msorry.

ATALANTA JASON
Jason you are way off. Now t here’ s anot her

JASON
Wman on the ship, and one who's prettier and nore
power f ul .

ATALANTA
| can’t believe--
JASON
All eyes on you.
ATALANTA
| can’'t believe this. Jason, if you think being a woman
alone on a ship with a bunch of nen is sone fantasy-- If

you think that | was on the Argo for you.for the idea of
you and |, please.

JASON
Ch, cone on. It’s like us at Lemmos, Atalanta. W were the
only nmen. We had our choice. W could have the best.

ATALANTA JASON
That’ s just the point, We coul d have all of them
ATALANTA
It’s not the sane,
ATALANTA JASON
It’s not the sane at all It’'s the sane!
ATALANTA

Never m nd. Never mnd, it doesn’'t matter. It has nothing
to do with it, but I'’m+4ust forget it. Jason, | talked to
the rest of the crew,

JASON
The whol e rest of the crew?

ATALANTA
No, not all of theml Sone of them Men included.
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Scene: Medea Makes a Scene at D nner

MEDEA
[Waving himoff.] Jason had cone for the Fleece, out in
Col chis, and our eyes laid on each other for the first tine
and bang! Love |l ove |love |ove | ove! Soon after, he told ne
we’' d go back to Greece and be married. All the prom ses
Jason made and the plans, oh ny.

AEGEUS
So romantic! Jason, you devil!

VEDEA
For ten years we’ ve been in Corinth. And we have two
beauti ful boys.

AEGEUS

Boys! What a bl essing. What are their nanes?
JASON

Pheres and Mer nerus.
VEDEA

Beautiful boys. They’'re just the |ight of Jason's life.

AEGEUS
| had a dog named Mermerus once.

MEDEA
Qur boys..all the blessings of ny house. The bloons in ny
gar den.

AECGEUS
He was a good dog.

VEDEA
Goi ng through those kinds of things, the adventures, the
kids, the—the tine together. Builds a | ove so so strong.
Have you ever been in | ove, G auce?

[ silence.]
CREON
A auce’s still quite young.

VEDEA

1/27/2004--Xgj 14



Medea: The Fury by Jim Davies (jim@jimdavies.org) and Xiao Gong J © 2003, 2004

Yes, just a girl.

GLAUCE
Do you think I’"mtoo young to feel |ove?

JASON
Nonsense. Love is fleeting at first, and grows with tine.
Love at first is just a spark that starts a warmfire.

GLAUCE
Love starts bright and grows to sonething greater.
JASON
Love changes, is ny point.
VEDEA
Does it? | like Gauce's fire synbolismnore. Please tel

me nore about this |ove you know.

JASON
Love grows, love shrinks. | think we can leave it at that.
VEDEA
“Love shrinks?” On, | love the way ny husband turns a
phrase. It is one of the reasons for which I chose ny

husband’ s bed sheets to adorn..his literary prowess.

AECGEUS
Ha ha! And the wit on this one!

JASON
| just nean to say-- Just neant—+ove can change, that’s
al | .

MEDEA
Changeful ness is a sign of weakness, ny love. Love in a
strong heart can be consunption...like fire. As G auce has
experienced. O wll soon |earn.
[ MEDEA starts to exit.]

CREON

d auce isn't uneducated, Medea. She knows what | ove is.
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Scene: Jason and Medea Fi ght

[ MEDEA i s packing. JASON enters. ]

JASON
Going to the Aegean for the weekend?

[ MEDEA says nothing. JASON sits down. ]
What’ s goi ng on, ‘Dea?

VEDEA
| have to go.

JASON
| can just wait here until you' re ready to tell ne what’s
goi ng on.

[ Sil ence. MEDEA continues to pack. JASON is fidgety,
obviously unable to wait.]

Medea! Damm it, what are you packing for?

MEDEA
Congratul ati ons on your engagenent honey.
JASON
What, now you’re suddenly mad about this? Look, | am Jason
of lolcus
JASON VEDEA
And | can marry who | Leave ne al one.

Want to when | want to.

MEDEA
Not wi t hout consequences, Jason.
JASON
VWhat the hell is that supposed to nmean?

[ MEDEA exits to get sonething.]

Don’t wal k out when I"mtal king to you!
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Scene: Aphrodite’s Monol ogue

[During this scene NURSE bat hes MEDEA, who is |istless.]

APHRODI TE
| Iiked Medea. | nean she was one of mne. Lovely beyond
conpare. She did not need witchcraft; she was witchcraft:
the hair, the skin, the eyes above all. Mr | could | ook

at those eyes all day. She was.wvery nuch a ten. How could
| not |ove her.

| NTERVI EVEER
It sounds as if.you desired her.

APHRODI TE
[ Almost cutting himoff and whispered.]
Oh very nuch.
[ pause. ]

But she was to be nmade useful. Being beautiful isn’t enough
t hese days, is it now? So | sent ny son to do what was

asked of me. But, in answer to your question, | I|iked
Medea.
| NTERVI EVVER
Eros made her fall in |ove?
APHRCDI TE
Yes.
| NTERVI EVVER
Wth his.his
| NTERVI EVVER APHRCDI TE
Bow? Bow, yes.
| NTERVI EVVER

I nstantly.

[ APHRODI TE NODS. |
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PLACES

ATHENS (AA-t hi ns)
COLCH' S  (KOLL- ki ss)
CORI NTH  ( KORR-i nt h)

| OLCUS (YOLL-kuss) Jason is heir to this city state,
ruled by Pelias for nost of the play. In Thessaly.

THESSALY (THESS-uh-1ee) The part of G eece that lolcus is
in.

CHARACTERS

AECGEUS (uh- GEE-us) king of Athens.

AETEES (EE-tees) king of Colchis, Medea s father
ALCESTIS (al-KESS-tis) Pelias’s daughter.

ACTOR (ACK-tor) The insecureArgonaut.

APSYRTUS (ap-SIR-tis) Medea' s brother.

ARGUS (AR-gus) An Argonaut. Built the Argo. It’'s naned
after him d der man.

ATALANTA (at-uh-LAN-tah) Femal e Argonaut. Fell for the
gol den apples trick long ago. Friends wth Pol yphenmus and
Jason.

CREON (KREE-on) king of Corinth. dauce’s father
DEMONS (DEE-m ns) Hecate's

EARTHBORN MEN non-speaki ng. They fight Jason on the plains
of Ares.

ERCS non- speaki ng. Aphrodite’ s son. Shoots |ove arrow
(AKA cupid.)
FI RE BULLS Non- speaki ng. Fire-breathing bull that

fights Jason on the plains of Ares. (2)
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GLAUCE (G.AU- kee) Beauti ful daughter (age 15-25) of Creon
CORI NTHI AN GUARD 1 Corinthian guard who acconpani es Creon
GUARD2 | ol ci an guard who escorts Jason and Medea away
COLCHI AN GUARD 1 Col chian guard at outer gate.

COLCHI AN GUARD 2 Col chian guard at outer gate.

COLCH AN GUARD 3 Col chi an guard inside pal ace.

HECATE (HECK- ah-t ee) Goddess Medea wor shi ps

HERA (HAI R-uh) Goddess. Zeus’'s wife. Jason’s guardi an
for much of the story.

| NTERVI EVEER Zeus, determning the after life fates of
the principle characters.

JASON captain of the Argo, becones Medea’'s husband

VEDEA (meh- DEE- uh) Col chi an princess and sorceress.
Marries Jason.

MERMVERUS ( MER-ner-us) one of Jason and Medea's twi n sons
(nmeans stone)

NURSE Medea’ s nurse. Nanmed Helen (nmeans |ight)

CLD WOMAN Hera in disguise.

PELI AS ( PEL- ee-yus) Jason’s cousin, ruler of lolcus

PELI AS' S COURT Stand around King Pelias. At |east 3 actors.
PHERES (FEAR- eeze) one of Jason and Medea’s twin sons )

POLYPHEMUS (pol - EE- phee-nus) An ol der Argonaut. Used to
fight centaurs.

SERPENT  non-speaking. CGuards the Fleece in Colchis, takes
Medea away at the end.

VWATER The river Jason nust cross. At | east 3 actors.
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